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Useful resources
• Peat, J., 2001, Health Science Research: a handbook of quantitative

methods, Allen & Unwin, Sydney.
• http://trochim.human.cornell.edu/kb Bill Trochim's Centre for Social

Research Methods
• O'Donnel, K. & Watt, G., 2003, Developing the Research Question in

TayRen Research Methodology Collection at
http://www.dundee.ac.uk/generalpractice/tayren

Table 1: Types of studies (adapted from O'Donnel & Watt, 2003)

Type of study Descriptive Analytical
Experimental
RCT 6 4

Intervention trial 6 4

Non-experimental (or observational)
Longitudinal 4 4

Cohort 4 4

Case-control 4 4

Cross-sectional 4 4

Case series 4 6

Case study 4 6
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