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Primary Health Care Research Network

A structure to support research,
conduct evaluation and facilitate
collaborative activities




PHReNet activities

m Consultation and establishment of
networks in SW/SE Sydney, lllawarra and
Shoalhaven, Wagga Wagga and
Murrimbigee.

B Educational activities for GPs, division

staff, community health

B Agreement on research questions,
project planning, funding, development,
conduct of research.

B PHRENETIC (Newsletter)

B Webpages and resources on CGPIS
website




QOutcomes
m Network Development

32 practices, 8 divisions, 3 community health
services, 20 registrars in PHReNet North.

8 practices, 2 divisions, 2 community health
services in PHReNet South

Workshops in Wagga Wagga and Murrimbigee

B Research projects
3 network projects
3 sponsored studies

T systems -
m Web page
B 2 journal publications




m Workshops for GPs, division staff,
community and allied health

B Beginner Research Module
B Promotion of PHEC modules

m EBM workshop
B Research Bites

m Masters, PhD students (including Masters
by research for academic registrars)
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m 12 workshops attended by 135 PHC
participants

B Incorporation of modules into SW Sydney
vocational training program

B 3 iIssues of Research Bites circulated
widely.

B One fellowship and 2 unfunded PhD
students (one In current round)

B 4 MPH students do major projects in PHC




Collaborative research

B Network sponsored projects (Asthma, Diabetes registers
Tal Chi, access by disadvantaged to chronic disease
management)

Involvement of divisions and networks in CGPIS research
projects (practice research, SNAP, health inequalities -
disadvantaged communities, chronic disease)

Involvement in SPHCM - indigenous health

Collaborative Centres for PHC and Equity Research (inc
UWS, UoW, AHS)
Other collaborations

NSW PHI

University of Adelaide,

University of Melbourne,

Manchester, Nottingham




Issues

m Balance between grass roots development
and high quality research outcomes.

m Lack of infrastructure for research - IT
systems, cohorts or large scale data

collation

m Lack of availability of research funding for
beginner researchers

B Scarcity of some research skills (eg health
economics)

B Reimbursement of GPs for contribution to
research activities




