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Introduction
The Reducing the Gap between Research, Policy and Practice Initiative aims to reduce the gap
between research, policy and practice by:



identifying more effective research exchange strategies
exploring ways to increase the relevance of research for policy and practice.

Developed in late 2013, the collaboration initially brought together researchers from the Health
Services Research Association of Australia & New Zealand (HSRAANZ), the South Australian Health &
Medical Research Institute (SAHMRI), and the Primary Health Care Research & Information Service
(PHCRIS). More recently the work of the collaboration has been strengthened with consumer
representation from Cancer Voices SA and Health Consumers Alliance SA.
While previous events have focused on hearing from researchers, policy makers, practitioners and
consumers, the 2016 series builds upon the ideas and suggestions from participants over the past
two years of successful discussions and forums. The Bringing Voices Together breakfast workshop
was the first in this 2016 series of events. We hope you find this informing and a useful resource to
stimulate new ways of collaborating.

Who attended; who responded
A total of 76 people attended the Breakfast session held on Monday, 23 May 2016. Of these, 66%
(n=50) responded to the short feedback survey.
Survey feedback was received from the following categories of participants:
Researcher

24

Consumer representative

6

Manager

5

Policy Analyst

2

Practitioner

2

Research/Policy analyst

2

Other

5

Not indicated

4

Total

50
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Response summaries
Respondents were very positive about the workshop:
 96% agreed the discussion was useful
 94% would attend another similar event
 86% agreed the workshop was useful
 84% indicated they had gained some new insight from attending the event.

Meeting participant expectations
The overall message from the 50 survey respondents was that their expectations were met.
While a few had never attended one of these events before, others came with very specific ideas
which they felt had been met. Most of the expectations related to networking and meeting a range
of people from a variety of different backgrounds. Respondents were keen to keep up-to-date with
the latest in relation to the Initiative and discuss in detail the ideas and experiences of others. They
particularly appreciated the insights from guest speakers and the opportunity for small group
discussion. Comments included:
“Networking, meeting new people, hearing other perspectives. Yes - expectations met.”
“I really wasn’t sure what to expect, however I was pleased.”
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Key messages
Forty-one respondents shared their key messages. Most felt that research implementation and the
importance of active consumer involvement in research were the key messages to come out of this
event. Comments included:
“Complex system & behaviour management of interdisciplinary & consumer centred evidence
based implementation of problem solving.”
“Complexity of translating research, but that there are mechanisms to make it happen, and
consumer involvement is vital.”

Most useful aspects
Forty-five respondents provided feedback on what they found to be most useful. The guest
presenters, Professor Alison Kitson (University of Adelaide), Don Piro (Professional Counselling
Services) and Sinead O’Brien (SA Health) were very well received. In addition, similar to previous
events, respondents appreciated the networking, time to discuss, and work with like-minded people.
Comments included:
“Chatting to others working in health in SA interesting in this area. Great networking
opportunity.”
“Noting the synergies across the system and the passion for change from a consumer perspective
through to the policy level.”
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Suggested improvements for future events
Respondents were very happy with the format of the breakfast session, although wishing for more
time for group discussion and feedback to the audience. Suggestions included room set up for
enhanced group discussions to develop opportunities for sharing, learning and engagement.
Some respondents were keen to progress ways this Initiative could assist the long term development
of a culture that understands and values knowledge exchange, translational strategies and
implementation. Their suggestions ranged from education strategies to the development of practical
tools.
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