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Dr Colin Tukuitonga is the Chief Executive of the Ministry of Pacific Island Affairs 
(MPIA) where he provides strategic leadership for the Ministry, building 
effective bridges between government, agencies and Pacific communities.  
 
Dr Tukuitonga came to MPIA from a position as Associate Professor of Public 
Health (Pacific and International Health) at the University of Auckland, where he 
played a key role in establishing the Department of Māori and Pacific Health and 
Pacific Health Research Centre. Dr Tukuitonga was Head of Surveillance and 

Prevention of Chronic Diseases for the WHO in Geneva and has held advisory posts with other 
international agencies including the Secretariat of the Pacific Community and the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 


